Although the neural supply of the pelvic floor musculature is different from that of the external anal sphincter, this study did not show a statistically significant change in rectoanal angle during SNM. However, a clear tendency was observed toward a decreased or sharpened rectoanal angle during rest, squeeze, and Valsalva's maneuver and an increased or blunted rectoanal angle during defecation. A small population size may account for these findings. Further research is necessary for a better understanding of the mechanism of action of SNM.
